
 

August 30th, 2021 

 
From: North Carolina Association of Clerks of Superior Court Executive Committee 
RE: House Bill 776 – Remote Online Notarization Act  
 
 
To the Senate Judiciary Chairs and Members, 

 
          Thank you for considering our feedback when it comes to electronic records in the courts, 

electronic notarizations and in this case, notarizations that occur outside of the presence of the 

eyes of the court. House Bill 776 was somewhat different than Senate Bill 680 (both being “remote 

notarization”), but for the courts there are many more protections in place in the senate version.  

          When it comes to some documents, hearings or protections of the citizens in this state, we 

feel strongly about areas that should still be done in the presence of the notary. This will decrease 

the chances of fraudulent activity in a time where courts are moving records to electronic means 

and the public is already unsure about the process of filing said records.  

          We believe the limitations that are listed on Page 2 of the Senate’s PCS in regards to NCGS § 

10B-134.3 for tomorrow provide most of the items for the Probate Judges/Clerks of Courts 

protections for the public they serve. There is a particular area that is not covered which is 

guardianships and one statute that covers fiduciary bonds for guardianships that requires the bond 

be executed before the Clerk. We would suggest this be added to this list of not applying to any 

acknowledgment remotely as well.  

          Other concerns we have with this bill exist around being able to authenticate true copies of 

notarized documents that are just printouts of electronic documents. This is something we will have 

to figure out as it moves forward, but we feel obliged to mention this concern. We would also 

support requiring the principal to be in North Carolina to decrease our concerns about fraud.  

          Thank you for your work on this PCS. Should you have any additional questions, please know 

we are available to answer any specific court document items for you that we can.  

   Sincerely,  

    

   Jamie Lassiter on behalf of the 
   NC Conference of Clerks of Superior Court 


